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 Annual Holiday Meeting 
6:00pm Thursday 

December 15, 2022 
The Women’s Club  

Of Fort Worth 
As you can see, we have a new venue for our Holiday 
Meeting this year. We can all look forward to the experience 
of the new settings and cuisine. So please join us for the 
festivities and remember to bring a guest. We will begin with 
dinner followed by a short business meeting and entertain-
ment provided by Gwen Genius and her daughter and a 
White Elephant Gift Exchange. Remember to wear your 
name tag! 

The Women’s Club is located at 1316 Pennsylvania         
Avenue. Park in the adjacent parking lot accessible from 
West Tucker Street and enter through the garden and side 
entrance and proceed to Bewley Hall. Our meal will be      
traditional turkey & dressing fare with cheesecake dessert. 

Meal cost is $40.00 per person. Your payment is your      
reservation. Mail early enough to be received no later than 
Friday December 9th to Friendship Force of Fort Worth 
Box 16181, Fort Worth, Texas 76162-0181.  

Your 2022 membership fee is also due ($45 per person). 
You may submit payment by check with your dinner         
reservation. Please include your new or renewal printed  
application with your check.  

The business meeting will include nominations and       
election of officers. More about the White Elephant Gift    
Exchange rules and the election is on page 4. 

secretary@fffw.org 

Secretary 
Connie Cross 
817-875-2381 

FO RT W O RTH  
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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER -  NOVEMBER 2022 

A journey is best measured in friends, rather than in miles – 
Tim Cahill (travel writer) 

Hi from the President’s corner. 

Looking back: 

We had another great year as we continued to emerge from the 
Covid Pandemic. We began the year with a FFFW trip to the Hill 
Country attended by 20 members. All participants agreed it was a 
fantastic trip. Ethnic dinners throughout the year were heavily at-
tended and we visited some exceptional restaurants. Our quarterly 
meetings had great programs, lots of attendance, and yummy re-
freshments. We had an incoming from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and 
an outgoing to Mid-Willamette Valley, Oregon. Both journeys were 
well planned, attended, and ideals of Friendship Force reinforced. In 
October, we had an impromptu club visit to the Saints and Sinners 
tour at Oakwood Cemetery in Fort Worth preceded by lunch at Mer-
cado Juarez. It was a fun afternoon that I hope we’ll repeat next 
year. The history of Fort Worth comes alive as the volunteers reen-
act stories of “residents” at the cemetery. We are looking forward to 
our annual Holiday Party. It will be held this year on Dec. 15 at a 
new venue for us, The Women’s Club in Fort Worth. It should be a 
lot of fun. We added 4 new members and 1 returning member to our 
roster this year and have several prospects that are considering 
joining. We look forward to the day they join our growing club.  

Three FFFW Ambassadors, Linda Doyle, Tanya Doyle, and Sharon 
Jackson, participated in the Friendship Force 2022 Festival at Sea. 

There were 85 FF participants from the USA, Canada, and England. They traveled to Am-
sterdam, The Netherlands in August to board the newest ship in Holland America’s fleet, 
Rotterdam for a two-week cruise. Due to a drought in the area that caused low water in 
the canal, the ship could not enter and the participants had to make their way from Am-
sterdam to Rotterdam (the city the ship is named after) to board the ship. Once aboard, 
they found the ship to be magnificent and the crew even better. The ship traveled to Nor-
way, Iceland, Scotland, and returned to The Netherlands. During the cruise, FFI held four 
Friendship Force sessions on the sea days. These sessions were centered around poetry 
and prose and were led by Jason Walker, an honorary FFI staffer and an MFA student/
teacher of poetry at the University of Florida. Jeremi Snook, FFI President and CEO, and 

Committee Chairs 

Past President 
Jo Burleson-Thomson 
817-292-6431  
pastpresident@fffw.org 
Membership 
Jeri Edmunds 
882-559-9335 
membership@fffw.org 
Telephone 
Betty Mappes 
817-269-7484 
telephone@fffw.org 
Newsletter Editor 
Ed Vaughn 
817-713-5702 
newsletter@fffw.org 
Webmaster/Database Manager 
Randy Thomson 
817-907-5817 
webmaster@fffw.org  
Journey Developers 
Linda Doyle 
254-485-4679 
domesticjourneys@fffw.org  
Jim Young 
682-233-0426 
internationaljourneys@fffw.org 
Email Communications 
Berry Bock 
682-556-3220 
eblast@fffw.org 
Ethnic Dinners 
Judy Williams 
817-680-9316  
ethnicdinners@fffw.org 
Hospitality 
Paula Thomson 
817-860-4441 
hospitality@fffw.org 
Publicity 
Dave Frick 
817-737-4071 
publicity@fffw.org  
Friendship Garden 
Jeri Edmunds 
(817) 602-8792 
internationalgarden@fffw.org  

President’s Letter Continued next page 
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President’s Letter Continued from previous page 

Debbie Powell, FFI VP of Global Development, were also there to guide the sessions 
and keep the members up to date on ship happenings. We had a group luncheon on 
the last day and over the course of the two weeks, there were several FFI cocktail par-
ties that included trivia games and time to catch up with old FF friends and make new 
ones. An interesting Journey. 

Looking forward: 

For our International Outbound Journey in 2023, we have been matched with Guade-
loupe. Jim Young is the Ambassador Coordinator for this journey. Guadeloupe, a 
French region, is an island group in the southern Caribbean Sea. The Journey will be 
Feb 15 - Feb 23, 2023 followed by an optional week of touring Guadeloupe on our own. 
Those that opt for the extra week will leave Guadeloupe Mar 1. It should be a fun filled 
time since it falls during Carnival week. Get those French translation apps loaded…
unless you already know French. 

We are lucky to have a Domestic Incoming Journey the week of April 17-24, 2023 from 
Flathead Valley, Montana. We currently need a Host Coordinator for this incoming, and 
we will need the usual volunteers for home hosts, day hosts, activity directors, dinner 
hosts, planners for welcome/farewell 

 FFFW President – Sharon Jackson 

We are sadden to learn Betty Kessler passed away this last     
Sunday. She was 91 years young. Friendship Force meant so 
much to Betty. She was always ready to help with Inbound      
Journeys and served as secretary of the club for several years.     
A memorial will be held in January. Arrangements will be            
announced when they have been finalized. 

BETTY KESSLER 1931 - 2022 

TUXTLA GUTIERREZ INBOUND UPDATE 

We have an update on the Tuxtla inbound. They have requested coming in April which 
conflicts with the Flathead Montana inbound. Host Coordinator Linda Doyle continues 
to work with them to avoid this conflict but there is the possibility the Journey could be 
canceled.  

Tuxtla Gutierrez is the capital city of the state of Chiapas in southern Mexico. The Fort 
Worth club visited Tuxtla Gutierrez in 2001 and it was a fabulous visit. We need to     
return the favor and welcome these wonderful people to Fort Worth and enjoy the   
hospitality we have to offer.  
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GIFT EXCHANGE AND OFFICERS ELECTIONS 

 

 

 
101 W Church Street  

 

 
on     

Friday, January 20, 2023 at  Everyone please bring 
your cell phone in case we get separated. 

Come and join the fun and 

don’t forget ‐ Wear your name tag! 

WEATHERFORD DAY TRIP - JANUARY 20TH 

Please bring a new wrapped gift for the White Elephant Gift Exchange. Please limit the 
cost to 10 to 15 dollars. Complete rules can be found at www.whiteelephantrules.com. 
This looks like a lot of fun. 

The Friendship Force of Fort Worth elects new officers annually at  the December 
meeting. The FFFW Board has selected a nominating committee to recommend a 
slate of officers for the year of 2023.The committee recommendations are as follows: 

President-Sharon Jackson 
Vice President-Tanya Doyle  

Secretary-Connie Cross 
Treasurer-Peter Lombard (Betty Mappes-apprentice) 



5 

FLATHEAD VALLEY MONTANA INBOUND -  APRIL 18-24, 2023 

NEW MEMBER BIOGRAPHY 

New member bios is a unique concept the board suggested for the newsletter so we 
are kicking off with this one. In the near future the newsletter editor will be calling on 
those who joined this year, so those folks should be prepared to submit a bio when 
called. Thanks!  
                                         Claudette Percival 

A recent guest at our FFFW ethnic dinners was Claudette 
Percival. Claudette was born in Guyana, a small, democrat-
ic, South American country of 89,000 square miles. Guyana 
is the only English-speaking country in South America. The 
majority of its population is of indigenous heritage. 

Claudette came to the United States in 1973. She has one 
son, Christian, who works for the US government. Until her 
retirement, Claudette worked in banking and law enforce-
ment. She now works part-time as a caregiver.   

Claudette likes to travel. She learned about Friendship 
Force while campaigning for the Democratic Party in the   
recent election. 

Flathead Montana inbound Host Coordinator Linda Doyle will need volunteers to act as 
home hosts, day hosts and event coordinators. Also Linda needs planners for the Wel-
come Dinner and Farewell Dinner. A lot of planning is required for these journeys but it 
goes much easier when everybody pitches in. Keep all that in mind when Linda is 
passing around sign-up sheets. 

Flathead County was founded in 1893. It contains much of Flathead Lake, the Flathead 
Valley, and the Flathead River. All of these natural treasures, originated by glaciers, are 
named for the unique geological formation of a broad flat valley surrounded by moun-
tains at the head of a deep glacial lake.  

Flathead County Seat Kalispell is the fastest 
growing city in Montana. 

The population of the state of Montana is 
1.13 million people. 

The population of the City of Dallas is 1.23 
million people. 
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More Photos on next page 

SAINTS AND SINNERS TOUR REVIEW 

Nine members of FFFW enjoyed a day in North Fort 
Worth, on Saturday Oct. 29, starting out with lunch at  
Mercado Juarez, followed by joining the Saints and      
Sinners tour. The tour is offered only two days a year, 
near Halloween. 

Lunch at 11:00 included good Tex-Mex food and lots 
of interesting conversation. After lunch we took the 
five-minute drive along Northside Drive to Fort Worth’s second cemetery, after Pio-
neer’s Rest, Oakwood Cemetery. While it threatened rain, and even sprinkled a little on 
our way to the cemetery, we were spared any rain. Oakwood was established in 1879 
with a donation of 20 acres from John Peter Smith, on the death of his step-son, since 
there was not enough space left in Pioneer’s Rest for a family plot. 

The spirit of R.L. Paschal (Steve Pruitt) told us a little about the early history of North 
Fort Worth and the cemetery. We then divided into groups, with all of the FFW mem-
bers staying together in one group. Our group was let by the spirit of W.H. Brown, 
Mayor of Niles City (Ed Brown). Ed’s raspy voice was east to hear as he led us through 
the cemetery, telling humorous anecdotes of the past, stopping at notable grave sites 
to meet the spirits of six notable residents of Oakwood Cemetery: Walter Huffman; W. 
T. Waggoner; Hagar Tucker, the first Black policeman in Fort Worth; John C. Galloway, 
a saloon operator who was eventually killed by a Fort Worth policeman; William Rush-
ing, the police officer who killed Galloway; and Sheriff Sterling P. Clark. Each spirit told 
us a little about his history, how he came to Fort Worth, how he lived, and how he died. 

The tour was an enjoyable way to learn a little more about our city in its early days 
(pop. 5-10,000 residents) and some of its early inhabitants. 

Everyone on this outing felt it was well worth the time spent on a cloudy afternoon. 

—  Randy Thomson 

Black Cemetery 
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Saints and Sinners Tour continued from previous page 

Photos by Randy Thomson 

Off on the Tour The Mayor - Our Guide 

Hager Tuckerman 
Policeman R.L. Paschal 

The School Marm 

W.T. Waggoner           
Wanted Water, Got Oil William Rushing 

Policeman Shot John 
Galloway 

 

Walter P. Huffman 
Entrepreneur 



8 

CARIBBEAN ISLAND OF GUADELOUPE JOURNEY UPDATE 

The following have sign up for the Guadeloupe 
Journey; Berry Bock and Jim Young, Connie 
Cross, Jeri Edmunds, Penny Hardy, Sharon 
Jackson, Jo and Randy Thomson, Stan Parker, 
Paula Thomson and Lew Johnson, Ed Vaughn 
and Judy Williams. Journey Coordinator Jim 
Young states there is still room for 2 singles or 
2 couples. If no one is interested he may invite 
the Dallas club to apply. 
Our French Hosts have prepared the following 
itinerary. 

Fort Worth, Texas To Guadeloupe Program 
February 15-22, 2023 

Wednesday 15/02/2023: Welcome at Airport / Meeting of Ambassadors with their home 
hosts. Dinner with home hosts 

Thursday 16/02/2023: Heritage Day: Visit of the Memorial Acte Museum / Welcome 
lunch f o l l o we d  by an artistic and cultural program. 

Friday 17/02/2023: Excursion in North Grande-Terre: Guided historical tour of Petit-
canal /Port Louis: Lunch at Souffleur Beach/ relaxation and swimming. 

Saturday 18/02/2023: Excursion in South Basse-Terre by bus: Guided tours of Fort 
Delgrès /Bologne distillery-Basse-Terre market place. Lunch in a creole restaurant. 

Sunday 19/02/2023: Family day. Big carnival parade in Pointe à Pitre. 

Monday 20/02/2023: Excursion in North Basse-Terre by bus: walking tour of the Botanic 
Gardens in Deshaies / Lunch at your own in the Garden. Cousteau reserve visit in a 
glass bottom boat / Return by “La Traversée” Scenic Road Crossing the m o u n t a i n s  
f r o m  the East coast to the West Coast 
Tuesday 21/02/2023: Farewell party: Dancing lunch with a carnival touch in              
Anse–Bertrand. 

*One day: Ambassadors take their hosts out for lunch or dinner. 

*One evening: Ambassadors and home host are hosted for dinner at nearby home of 
other FF of Guadeloupe member. 

Wednesday 22/02/2023: Ambassadors departure 

Second Week 
February 22-March 1, 2023 

Journey Coordinator Jim Young is organizing a second week in Guadeloupe staying at 
Residence le Zandoli in St. Anne. We will rent vans and/or cars to further explore the   
island culture, sites, history and cuisine. 
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OCTOBER ETHNIC DINNER 

Our October Ethnic Dinner was at Thai Texas at 5736 SW Green 
Oaks Boulevard in  Arlington. Judy Williams continues to find inter-
esting restaurants serving international cuisine and Thai Texas is a 
good example. The menu includes Thai appetizers, soups, salads, 
fried rice, fish and duck. Included in the photos are guests brought 
by Jeri Edmunds. Thanks Jeri and thanks Judy.   

Claudette Percival 

Doris Morgan 

Karen Jarvis 

Nathan Ordway 



10 

NOVEMBER ETHNIC DINNER 

The November Ethnic Dinner was at Spring Creek 
Barbeque at 3608 South Cooper Street in          
Arlington. The gathering was lightly attended, but 
everyone seemed to enjoy the fellowship. Who 
doesn’t like barbeque! 

Paula Thomson jumped in to help Judy Williams 
with this. Thanks, Ladies! Randy Thomson and 
Jim Young took the photos. 

There will be no Ethnic Dinner in January. The Weatherford Day trip will take its stead. 

2023 FFI WORLD CONFERENCE 

The next Friendship Force 
World Conference will take 
place in beautiful           
Dubrovnik, Croatia, from 
October 2 - 5, 2023.    
Registration and full details 
will be shared in            
December! Save the date! 
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SEPTEMBER QUARTERLY MEETING 

Our September meeting included dinner and was 
held at Ol’ South Pancake House since the 
Benbrook Library no longer permits after hours   
activities. The FFFW Board is still considering other 
venues for our quarterly meetings and will keep the 
membership notified. If readers have thoughts 
about a meeting venue please pass your ideas on 
to a board member. 

The program was a presentation of photographs by Ed Vaughn from our Oregon   
Journey. 
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The Friendship Force is a non-profit organization whose goal is to establish an environment where seeds of personal 
friendship are sown across the barriers which divide the peoples of the world. As an ambassador you share lifestyles in 
a private home in other countries for a week, then you may home host to share your lifestyles. The Friendship Force 
was started in 1977 by Wayne Smith with the support of Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter. The organization has now become 
one of the largest exchange programs in the world. 

The Friendship Force of Fort Worth 
P.O. Box 16181 
Fort Worth, TX  76162-0181 

 Ethnic dinners occur monthly, on the third Friday, except during quarterly meeting months. 
 Meeting time is 6:00 PM , unless otherwise noted. 
 Please RSVP if possible by Wednesday prior to the dinner with Judy Williams text 817-680-9316 or email           

judithwilliams04@yahoo.com, in order to assist in determining a reservation count. 

!!!! IMPORTANT !!!! 
The FFFW Exchange Policies and Procedures are posted on the website:  
http://fffw.org/newsletters/FFFW_Exchange_Policies_and_Procedures.pdf. 

Plan 
Ahead 

Further details are emailed each month, or can be found on the web page: www.fffw.org. 
Ethnic dinners are a great way to become better acquainted with members, and to intro-
duce prospective members to The Friendship Force of Fort Worth 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE 2022 - 23 CALENDAR 

December 15, 2022 Holiday Dinner and Quarterly Meeting 

January 21, 2023 Board Meeting 3:00 pm Benbrook Library 

January 20, 2023 Weatherford Day Trip: Meet at  

February 17, 2023 Ethnic Dinner 6:00 pm TBD 

February 14, 2023 Guadeloupe Outbound through March 1, 2023 

March 3, 2023 Quarterly Meeting 6:00 pm Ol’ South Pancake House  

April 15, 2023 Board Meeting 3:00 pm Benbrook Library 

April 21, 2023 Ethnic Dinner 6:00 pm TBD 

May 19, 2023 Ethnic Dinner 6:00 pm TBD 

May 20, 2023 Board Meeting 3:00 pm Benbrook Library 

June 2, 2023 Quarterly Meeting 6:00 pm Ol’ South Pancake House  

July 15, 2023 Board Meeting 3:00 pm Benbrook Library 

July 21, 2023 Ethnic Dinner 6:00 pm TBD 

August 18, 2023 Ethnic Dinner 6:00 pm TBD 

NOTE: DATES AND LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO  

CHANGE AND WOULD BE ANNOUNCED BY EBLAST 


